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Interesting - maybe they were spending there time working out how to unlawfully get
away with granting an unlawful planning permission to Southend Airport !! p

On Wed, Jan 9, 2013 at 2:28 PM qufimiiieiissieespilaliang! > wrote:
| will send all | think may help,
-------- Original Message --------
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Date:Tue, 08 Jan 2013 14:34:56 +0000
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Forgetful councillors investigated for fraud

1:10pm Tuesday 8th January 2013 in Local News

i Southend's Civic

Centre

FIVE councillors have been investigated for fraud - because they forgot to fill in a form.

The unnamed members of Southend Council were scrutinised by auditing firm PKF
after failing to declare their links to private companies or bodies.

All five councillors ignored the initial form and then two reminder letters, prompting the
auditor to launch a full-scale investigation into their backgrounds.

A spokesman for PKF said: “There is a risk that a related party transaction may not be
disclosed in the related party note in the financial statements.
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“To mitigate this risk, we have a completed a company search on these councillors to
identify any potential relationships with companies that may need to be disclosed in
the financial statements.”

Councillors are required to complete a form every year detailing their connections to
private firms or community groups which do business with or receive grants from the
council.

The process is designed to ensure no politicians are unfairly siphoning cash from the
authority.

Councillors are allowed to have links with outside bodies and even make money from
the council through private businesses.

However, they must declare the links clearly so they can be scrutinised by auditors to
ensure taxpayers’ money is being spent prudently.

None of the five councillors investigated by PKF were found to have any dubious links,
but the auditor slapped their wrists for sparking the doubt in the first place.

The PKF spokesman added: “The council should endeavour to ensure that declaration
forms are received from all councillors in the future.”

One councillor, who did not want to be named, criticised the “foolishness” of
colleagues.

The councillor said: “We do get a lot of paperwork to fill in, so it is easy to miss some.

“But it's more important than ever at the moment to ensure the council is seen to be
acting correctly with people’s money.

“To not act despite two reminder letters is pretty foolish.”

Regs Andy

HOW TO COMPLAIN:http://www.saen.org.uk/complaints-form-published/

SAEN Official site http://www.saen.org.uk/

light Time Table: http://www.tzone.99k.org

http://airportwatchrochford.wordpress.com/about

YOU DO NOT HAVE PERMISSION TO COPY OR PASTE THIS E-MAIL

This mail has been checked by the award winning Nod32 antivirus
checking software and is deemed safe at the time of dispatch. This mail
is meant only for the person/persons or appointed personnel of the
named person in the address bar. Should this mail come to you and you
are not the named or have permission by the named person, then you do
not have permission to read, should you not adhere to the statement
then the sender will not be held responsible for any action taken as a
result of reading this mail. All emails are the senders opinion.

“f2 09/01/2013 16:13



