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Church of St Laurence and All Saints, Eastwoodbury Lane, 
 Southend-on-Sea, Essex. Description and analysis of the southern 

perimeter wall of the churchyard. Surveyed 28 03 2011. 
 

 
Location of the church to the west of the runway of Southend Airport. 
 

 
Location and dimension of the south perimeter wall. 
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Location 
 
The Church of St Laurence and All Saints, Eastwoodbury Lane, Southend-on-Sea, Essex. 
(TQ8688) is located north of Eastwoodbury Lane and adjacent to the west of South End 
Airport. 
 
 The perimeter wall is to the south of the church and is 98m long. At its closest it is 10m 
south of the church. The eastern extremity is 45m from the end of the runway and 
approximately 270m from the safe landing zone on the runway denoted by the white lines 
known as piano keys. 
 
The wall is oriented close to ESW - WNW which for this report will be regarded as East and 
West. 
 
The Church is Listed: 
 

 
© Mr Ken Clark LRPS 
 
IoE Number: 122902. Location: CHURCH OF ST LAURENCE AND ALL SAINTS, EASTWOODBURY 
LANE,  SOUTHEND ON SEA, SOUTHEND ON SEA, ESSEX 
Photographer: Mr Ken Clark LRPS. Date Photographed: 30 October 1999 
Date listed: 23 November 1951. Date of last amendment: 23 November 1951 
Grade I 
840/2/1 EASTWOODBURY LANE 23-NOV-51 EASTWOOD CHURCH OF ST LAURENCE AND ALL 
SAINTS I 
 
 Revision Number: 2 Church. C12-C17. The earliest known record of Eastwood Church is in 
1100 when Robert Fitz Suen gave the chapels of Eastwood, Sutton and Prittlewell to the 
Prior of Prittlewell in whose possession it remained until the Reformation (1536).  
 
The church is built of ragstone rubble with flint and has limestone dressings. There is some 
Roman brick. The west tower has a timber-framed and shingled upper part, with a broach 
spire (restored C20). The south aisle has 2 plastered gables. Roof tiled. The nave is C12 and 
on the inside of the north wall there are the remains of Norman window openings. The roof 
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is C15 with tie beams and octagonal crown posts with curved braces. The south aisle is C13 
and the north aisle is C14. The chancel is C13, with a C14 roof. The brick south porch is C16. 
 The font is Norman, with a circular bowl ornamented with interlacing arcading. In the west 
end of the north aisle is a small and unusual C15 priest's room of 2 stages. This has a heavy 
plank and muntin screen with narrow door and roof of heavy joists supporting the upper 
floor. Both north and south doors are probably C12 and have elaborate ironwork. There is a 
brass of Thomas Burrough (d. 1600). (RCHM 1).  
 

 
The length of the perimeter wall looking from the eastern end by the airport fence. 
 
Description - General 
 
The wall was measured on the ground at 98m (321ft6in) long. The end terminals curve 
gently to the north and are finished with capped pillars. At the west end the wall meets a 
large tree which marks the beginning of a ditch running northwards which is now much 
overgrown and backfilled with soil. At the western end the wall pillar is adjacent to a 
concrete post with a 1.5m high chain link security fence which stretches about 4m to the 
east to meet the Airport security fence which is higher and composed of steel stanchions 
and heavy duty grid wire. Photo page 9. 
 
The wall is divided in two for a central gateway and stone stile to allow access to the south 
door of the church. Using the western end as the origin the gateway is between 48.40m and 
50.50m. 
 
The section to the west follows the contour of the slope gently downwards to the west while 
the eastern section is level. The deepest part of the wall is at 7.5m adjacent to a fire hydrant 
sign where it is 1400m (55in). The eastern section of the wall is a near constant 1040mm 
(41in) high from the external surface. Inside it is 915mm (36in) into the base of the 
flowerbed. The grave yard is uneven and higher. The eastern pillar is 1422mm (56in) high. 
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Carved coping stone at the stile. London Stock brickwork. 
 
Description - materials and construction. 
 
The wall is built out of London Stock bricks, 65x110x220-230mm with creased faces, crisp 
and soft arrises and faint horizontal pressure lines. They are set in a hard gritty sandy lime 
mortar. 
 
This is a particular type of brick mass produced in Victorian times and used to build many 
thousands of buildings. They are characterised by a greenish yellow hue, sometimes 
overfired to pinks and the many black or grey specks within their fabric. This is brieze 
recycled from the waste products of the gasworks. The brieze was used to bulk up the 
product and encourage an even firing to produce frost resistant bricks. 
 
The bricks are laid in English bond - that is a course of stretchers over a course of headers. 
The wall is built with a 355mm (14in) wide lower plinth up to at least 10 courses at the 
deepest point. The plinth is finished with plain stone copings and the wall continues above 
for 3 more courses at the width of a single brick - 230mm (9in) maximum. The wall is then 
topped with well moulded oolitic limestone (App 1) copings each a nominal length of 
762mm (30in). 
 
The coping stone forming the capital of the stile is also moulded with a decorative terminal 
in the form of three gables. The stile itself is composed of the same brickwork with a stone 
lintel which appears to be a replacement as it shows no wear. There are two stone steps 
either side each 1220mm (48in) wide. The lintel runs through at the height of the plinth 
coping stones. 
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Details of the brick pillars at the gateway. 
 
The four brick pillars terminating the wall are all identically made. Three courses higher than 
the wall they are each topped with an oolitic limestone capital or pier cap. The two gate 
pillars are inset with blocks of stone. The western one is carved with the letters A.D and the 
eastern one has a blank recess resembling a letterbox slot. It is expected that this would 
have been the erection date of the wall. The pillar is solid and could not accommodate a 
letter box. 
 
The eastern pillar, closest to the Airport boundary is 1422mm (56in) high and enveloped in 
dense trees and shrubs. The western pillar is adjacent to a tree and in better condition. 
Photos follow: 
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Western end pillar adjacent to tree. Looking SW 
 

 
Eastern end pillar adjacent to concrete post for Airport fence. 
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Condition 
 
The wall is in excellent condition. The brickwork and pointing is sound and all the copings are 
original with the exception of one at 4.2m from the origin. Here a copy has been fashioned 
out of concrete. Many of the copings have small areas of damage to their arrises principally 
at the joints where frost tends to break of the corners. 
 

 
Contrast between the repaired wall and the original. 
 
There are two sections of repaired brickwork both in the western half of the wall. Between 
23.5m to 32.7m and 44.0m to 47.9m the upper three courses have been replaced with a 
Fletton style brick set in a sandy cement. These are characterised by a lighter yellow, orange 
or red hue with perpendicular kiss marks from the firing.  
 
This type of brick was very popular from the early 1920’s and are still produced today. The 
aging of the mortar and the brickwork suggests they were laid in the earlier part of the 
C20th. 
 
There are small patch repairs to the copings in cement or concrete at 75.0m, 78.2m, 81.9m 
and 83.5m. These have been done to fill in the gaps caused possibly by frost or plant 
damage. The long sections of brickwork replacement were probably due to tree damage. 
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Graves within the area proposed for the demolition of the wall. Looking SW. 
 
Other Archaeological Features 
 
There are a number of graves built against the perimeter wall. In the section proposed for 
demolition (from 60.0m to 98.0m) there are none visible actually against the wall. There is a 
cluster of 8 monuments near the wall between 86.0m and 93.0m. Also it is clear from the 
sunken and undulating ground that here are dozens of other unmarked graves. The level 
within the graveyard is noticeably higher than outside. 
 
The oldest monument is dated 1825 marking the grave of George Arnold, the others are late 
Victorian and one is marked 1898. The headstones are considerably taller than the wall and 
most appear made of sandstone. The tallest measured at 1442mm (56in) above the surface 
level so higher than the end pillar of the wall. 
 
One monument is a complete headstone with surface sarcophagus and footstone. 
 



                                                                         
 

 

Barry J Hillman-Crouch MStPA DipFA BSc HND. Tel. 0794 2010703. 

e-mail barry@hillman-crouch.fsnet.co.uk.  Website www.dowsingarchaeology.org.uk 

Page | 9 

 
Airport perimeter fence Gate 3. Ground is levelled with granite chippings. Looking NE. 
 
On the outside of the perimeter wall there is a linear disturbance at 91.2m. See Photo on 
Page 3. Most likely a sunken ditch it is oriented N-S and disappears towards the road. There 
is no sign of the unevenness associated with the graveyard but the ground has been levelled 
and laid with granite chippings adjacent to the Airport fence where there is an access gate. 
 
Topographical Survey from Maps 
 

  
1777 Chapman and Andre’s Map of Essex. 
 
Chapman and Andre record the position of the church and East-Wood Bury, a large 
settlement adjacent to the east of the church. The southern boundary is common with the 
road edge. 
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1843 Tithe Award Map 
 
The Tithe Award map clearly shows the church and its boundary which corresponds to that 
of today. The roadway is now further south of the boundary. The peculiar divisions appear to 
be surveying transects. Eastwood Bury is shown with several outbuildings. 
 

  
1873 First Edition Ordnance Survey 
 
The 1873 map shows the southern perimeter in the same place as today. Again the road has 
been widened to meet the division. Judging by the line of large trees it was likely there was a 
fence and hedgerow but the mapping convention does not signify anything in particular. 
Eastwoodbury is now shown as a large house with landscaped gardens with a fully 
developed Victorian ‘High Farm’  to the south. 
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1897 Second Edition Ordnance Survey Map 
 
In 1897 the perimeter is shown with a curving terminal at its western end while the other 
end is drawn square. This does not signify much as the 2nd edition omits most of the trees 
and undergrowth and gives no indication of how easy it was to see the features. 
Eastwoodbury and the farm have undergone minor changes of layout and a new threshing 
barn has appeared to the south. 
  

  
1922 Third Edition Ordnance Survey 
 
There is no change to the layout of the churchyard in 1922 although the ditch to the east 
perimeter is shown as canalised. Eastwoodbury is unchanged, the farm has expanded but 
the threshing barn has been replaced by a pair of semi-detached houses. 
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1938 Fourth Edition Ordnance Survey 
 
By 1938 the land south of the church has been divided up into plots with identical buildings 
and a greenhouse erected. The church is unchanged. There are new buildings to the NE 
reminiscent of pig pens. Eastwoodbury is now called Bury Priory and the farm has continued 
to expand. 
 
 
Phasing the Development of the Wall 
 
The perimeter wall has only two phases. The first is the original build in the later Victorian 
period. It is a commonly held belief among the parishioners that the wall was built in 1877. 
The materials and construction are concomitant with this time. 
 
The second phase is the repairs carried out in Fletton brickwork. This is likely to have been 
done in the 1920’s or 1930’s before grey cement became the commonplace mortar. There 
have been subsequent minor repairs in the C20th. 
 
 
Significance 
 
The wall is built on the historic boundary of the Grade I Listed Church of St Lawrence and All 
Saints. The wall is an excellent example of later Victorian brick and stonework and is almost 
complete and in good condition. 
 
If the reason for its demolition is that it presents a hazard to aircraft it should be borne in 
mind that it is only 41 inches high. Much lower than the soild stone grave monuments in the 
church and the steel stanchioned Airport perimeter fence. Being old brickwork it would 
crumble under impact. It could be protected with an earth bund removing the need for 
demolition and an expensive archaeological excavation. Evidently it has not been hit in the 
last 130 years or so. 
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Appendix 1  - Oolitic Limestone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oolitic limestone is a carbonate rock made up 
mostly of ooliths (or ooids) which are sand-sized 
carbonate particles that have concentric rings of 
CaCO3. These rings are formed around grains of 
sand or shell fragments that were rolled around 
on the shallow sea floor, gathering layer after 
layer of limestone. 
 
Portland limestone is an example of an oolitic limestone. This limestone formed in a shallow 
sea, rather like the modern Bahamas, near the end of the Jurassic period (~135 million years 
ago). The rock has an even structure rather like cod roe and it can therefore be cut or 
sculpted in any direction. This feature, coupled with hardness, colour and durability, gives 
the limestone its quality as a building stone. Colour: white through yellow. 
 
Mineralogy: usually calcite ooliths in varing amounts of a finer grained calcite matrix. 
 
Composition: calcareous. 
 
Occurrence: in warm, shallow seas. 
 
Texture: spheres or oval shapes having a concentrically zoned inner structure. 
 
Structure: often current bedded with varing amounts of fossil fragments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


