
90 Southend Airport staff facing axe in 

latest redundancy blow 

 

21st September 2020 

UP to 90 airport staff are facing losing their jobs as redundancy consultations are now 

underway.  

The baggage handlers employed by Stobart Aviation at Southend Airport are at risk of being 

axed, with bosses confirming consultations have begun.  

It’s the latest blow to the airport after new flights were cancelled weeks after being launched 

following the departure of budget airline Easyjet.  

Mark Flewitt, Tory councillor for St Laurence Ward, said: “I am very sad to hear but not 

surprised unfortunately. The trouble is the industry is speeding things like this up but the 

reality is 90 people could loose their jobs.  

“The airport needs to be telling the truth and taking more ownership of the decisions. It’s 

shocking for the community as unemployment figures are going up and the chances of the 

airport being back to normal soon are very slim.  

“This is heartbreaking for the families who could loose their jobs and have no idea where 

they will be getting another job.  

“It feels like the airport is giving false hope especially with launching the new flights to 

Norway and then cancelling them again.”  

Fellow ward and Tory councillor David McGlone said: “It seems to be never ending, I do not 

know where the airport stands now. This is another blow but I do hope and believe the airport 

can recover.”  

Earlier this month it was announced the new route to Bergen, in Norway, with airline 

Wideroe has now been paused – amid claims of a lack of interest.  

It was launched on August 31 – with the final Easyjet flight leaving the airport on the same 

day, after the firm announced in July it was closing bases at Southend and Stansted Airports, 

with Easyjet and the Unite union holding protests.  

https://www.echo-news.co.uk/newspaper-subscribe/sport/blues/


A spokesman for Stobart Aviation said: “We can confirm consultation into redundancy has 

been launched but we cannot comment further.”  

16 comments  

Sign in or register leave a comment or rate a comment  

Order by  

 

YousGonnaBeEducated 10 hrs ago 

1 Time to lose the excess baggage as Southend airport begins it's return to a private flying 

club, such a shame the extended the runway was built along with a folly of so called essential 

improvements, though once the baggies have gone, the true depth of Southend airports future 

will become apparent, for us, here in Leigh-on-Sea it's the icing on da cake, and what a very 

tasty cake it is too. 

Less pollution in our skies, less noise, and more importantly our prayers have been answered, 

Lord we thank you.  

Last Updated: 5 hrs ago  

whateverhappened 7 hrs ago 

1 Personally from my part of L O S i'd prefer four easyjet flights than one cargo... i expect 

we'll see a lot more of the latter.  

Last Updated: 5 hrs ago  

Ze Lone Ranger 7 hrs ago 

2 Strangely worded article. The simple fact is that no one is flying. That is not the fault of the 

airport. If there is no revenue and no activity, the airport has no option but to reduce all costs. 

All businesses affected by the virus have to take these difficult decisions. The passenger 

flight operation will survive, even if Stobart Group do not.  

Last Updated: 4 hrs ago  

BannedAgain0utOfLockdown 7 hrs ago 

0 We wish them a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

John the Resonator, 7 hrs ago 

2 Southend airport will be quiet now Amazon is now using Stansted, with the new massive 

warehouse being built, it'll be back to Cessnas and Piper Cubs.  

Last Updated: 4 hrs ago  

#RavingRay 7 hrs ago 

24 Tory David Amess will be happy his harassment campaign against the airport worked.  

Last Updated: 4 hrs ago  

#RavingRay 7 hrs ago 

22 A ducking Tory moaning about aviation job cuts?!?! 

 

This is the fault of Boris at national level and Amess at local level.  
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On a plus note I'm waiting for Dart Group shares (jet 2) to drip one more time in this 2nd 

wave and then I'm buying big. I'd advise yall to do the same homies.  

Last Updated: 4 hrs ago  

Hel!o & Welcome 7 hrs ago 

2 Good to learn that the new airport rail station and planned carparks have been mothballed.  

Last Updated: 5 hrs ago  

Hello & Welcome 7 hrs ago 

0  

Hel!o & Welcome wrote:Good to learn that the new airport rail station and planned carparks 

have been mothballed. 

Please stop using my name, troll.  

#RavingRay 7 hrs ago 

22 You just couldn't manage it could you? You tried really hard to make a polite non 

aggressive comment but the Canveyite in you came out in the last word and ruinined it.  

Last Updated: 4 hrs ago  

Hammer666 6 hrs ago 

1 No they are not being mothballed!!  

Last Updated: 4 hrs ago  

Mustachios#Villa#King 6 hrs ago 

1 Here in Spain, most of the baggage handlers have found new employment as delivery 

drivers.  

Last Updated: 6 hrs ago  

I am...Ronnie Blue. 6 hrs ago 

25 Hola 

 

A ducking Tory moaning about aviation job cuts?!?! 

 

This is the fault of Boris at national level and Amess at local level. 

 

On a plus note I'm waiting for Dart Group shares (jet 2) to drip one more time in this 2nd 

wave and then I'm buying big. I'd advise yall to do the same homies. 

#winner  

Last Updated: 4 hrs ago  

Mustachios#Villa#King 6 hrs ago 

0 Boris Island airport should have been built just off Canvey Island, could have been easy to 

isolate, there's still time to allow the big ones into land, with a ferry from the end of the pier 

and a causeway from Canvey.  

EastwoodBoy 6 hrs ago 



3 "It feels like the airport is giving false hope especially with launching the new flights to 

Norway and then cancelling them again." 

 

Just a point of clarification .... airports do not cancel scheduled flight routes, airlines do. 

Airports are just a service industry for airlines.  

0 It makes a mockery of the comments on the radio from a Stobart guy, saying they want the 

airport to eventually be as big as Luton. They haven't got the capacity for extra runways, 

extra planes and car parks, and extra check ins, check outs and luggage and anything else. So 

covid gone, they want to go from 2 Million to eventually 20 Million passengers, Lol. Dream 

on.  
 

 


