
easyjet quits and Covid has wreaked havoc 

but Southend Airport will battle back 

 

• Southend Airport has been on the front foot throughout the pandemic, but with 

current Government quarantine measures in place there are concerns for local job 

losses and the economy. Glyn Jones, CEO of Stobart Aviation, discusses the 

situation.  

It’s no secret that times are tough, recent weeks have seen frequent changes to the 

Government quarantine list, applied to countries in a blanket manner.  

As a result, the aviation industry continues to be hit exceptionally hard, with the impact 

extending to its wider supply chain and job losses mounting almost daily.  

The lack of notice to quarantine changes results in confusion and concerns when booking 

travel.  

The airport is working hard to make travel safe again, investing in new security equipment, 

bio-shields, extensive information provision and hand sanitiser every 20 paces.  

We need Government to help restart our industry by providing policy which is clear, 

consistent and proportionate to risk, rather than by requiring passengers to enter quarantine 

when returning from an ever changing list of countries, many parts of which have infection 

rates lower than the UK.  

There are many benefits of travel via the region’s airport, not only convenience for the 

community but also the safety measures which have been implemented in response to Covid-

19, which, combined with lower passenger numbers, means there is plenty of space at one of 

the UK’s most modern airports.  

Throughout the pandemic we have asked for clear and unified guidance to be implemented at 

all airports.  

We are aware of proposed Covid testing at airports and it does appear that this may provide a 

way forward; indeed, we have held discussions with prospective partners.  



However, it is paramount that results from any testing regime are fast, accurate and 

affordable.  

It is also essential that the Government establishes industry wide protocols which can be 

implemented by airports large and small.  

Demand for travel is there and many are ready to travel on business, to visit relatives abroad 

or to go on that well-deserved and overdue break in the sun.  

The results of our recent passenger survey demonstrate the investments that we have made at 

the airport are appreciated with 90 per cent scoring the airport safety measures as very good 

or excellent.  

Southend Airport has worked hard to regain the confidence of passengers by providing both 

an environment and an experience appropriate to the immensely challenging realities of 

Covid-19.  

Our facilities are modern, clean, sanitised and spacious.  

Furlough represents a material and very welcome form of Government support and it has, 

without question, helped us to navigate the pandemic thus far.  

Going forward, however, the support we need is as much on the demand side as it has been 

on the supply side.  

More articles 

We call on Government to utilise a route by route version of quarantine, if quarantine be 

necessary, and also to ensure that any testing regime is fast, reliable and affordable so that all 

airports, can play their part in the resurgence of an industry which contributes over £22 

billion to our GDP but which is currently under the greatest pressure in its history.  

These are tough times, but we have a great airport supporting our local economy and 

providing local employment. easyJet’s base closure is disappointing of course but we have 

already seen interest in the 21 routes they flew and we launched Wideroe’s inaugural flight to 

Norway on Monday, so there are reasons to remain positive.  

We are confident that we can weather the storm and continue to provide flights, a big 

economic contribution and employment for the people of Southend.  

Thank you to all those who have supported us during this time.  

We look forward to welcoming our customers back to their airport soon.  
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