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‘Noisy night flights are only way airport 

will keep going’ 

 

 

OVERNIGHT cargo flights will have to continue to keep Southend Airport afloat as it battles 

to weather the coronavirus storm, councillors claim.  

The controversial night flights, which have plagued neighbours for years, “are the only thing 

keeping the airport running”, Tory councillors have warned.  

Conservative councillors Mark Flewitt and Kevin Buck both say the night flights will have to 

continue, despite the anger from those living under the flight paths.  

In a new report from Southend Airport, which the Echo has seen, airport bosses reveal only 

75 per cent of the quota for night time flights was used over the past year, with 32 per per 

cent of those flights flying over Leigh.  

The report also states 27 of the airport’s 19,300 departures did not follow “noise preferential 

routes”; routes put in place to ease the burden on residents.  

Kevin Buck, shadow councillor in charge of transport at Southend Council, said: “It’s not 

viable to scrap the night flights.  

“The airport will have to continue running the night flights. It’s a crucial lifeline. The 

aviation industry has taken a massive hit.”  

The airport’s cargo flights with Amazon had been operating three times every night between 

1am and 5.30am.  

As part of a supposed agreement reached earlier this year between the airport and residents, 

alongside MP Sir David Amess, the final night flight would depart at 12.20am, with no other 

flights until after 6am.  

https://www.echo-news.co.uk/newspaper-subscribe/news/coronavirus/
https://www.echo-news.co.uk/newspaper-subscribe/sport/blues/


But that agreement is now no longer seen as viable.  

John Fuller, a member of the Friends of the Earth group, has said Southend Airport must 

close as it’s location is “not appropriate.”  

Mr Fuller said: “Night flights have been a huge issue for the community for a while.  

“It’s damaging people’s health and reducing life expectancy.  

“But the airport see it as crucial for their finances, and always have done.  

“The airport must be closed. It’s not the right place for it.  

“It’s in the middle of Rochford and Southend and needs to be further out of town. This is now 

the time to take climate change seriously and reduce flights. I welcome the reduction in 

flights and easyJet withdrawing.  

“There is no way any airport should be expanding in the current climate.”  

Amazon said earlier this month night flights would be staying, further to re-assessment.  

Southend Airport was asked to comment.  

The apparent agreement between airport bosses and campaigners to pause the flights between 

midnight and 6am has been ignored, with this “no longer viable.”  

 

Simple solution, if you want to keep the airport open? suffer the noise, simples.  

Last Updated: 25 mins ago  

Ron's love child 2 hrs ago 

Uncle Lordy always had a solution for everything but most of the time it was just wasted air  

 

Ox bow lake 2 hrs ago 

1 The airport never intended to stick to any stated agreement - they hoodwinked local 

councillors and MPs. Who signed off on an agreement that enables night flights in a 

residential area? This requires a full investigation and they should be help responsible. Did 

Cllr flewitt and Cllr buck enable their own residents in rochford to be routinely woken 4-6 

times a night?  

 

No Riff Raff 1 hr ago 

John Fuller, a member of the Friends of the Earth group, has said Southend Airport must 

close as it's location is "not appropriate." 

The airport must be closed. It's not the right place for it. 

 

"It's in the middle of Rochford and Southend and needs to be further out of town." 

Ah Mr Fuller. The suggestion that the airport needs to move is a ridiculous one. How much 

energy and space would be used in creating a new airport?  



More importantly aside of old Rochford , the airport was in place before most, if not all, of 

the housing around it was developed. The marine estate in Leigh was mostly developed post 

WW1.  

It's all very well hugging trees, but get your facts right.  

Last Updated: 30 mins ago  

Thames Gateway 49 mins ago 

Spot on! They don't like inconvenient facts.  

Last Updated: 48 mins ago  

Ox bow lake 29 mins ago 

1  

Thames Gateway wrote:Spot on! They don't like inconvenient facts. 

Glyn - please avail us of how much money Southend taxpayers have pumped into the airport 

and what the benefit has been. Now that would be a fact to chew over!!  

Ze Lone Ranger 1 hr ago 

 

The irony is that night flights under current conditions are not necessary. Yes, Amazon 

logistics planning would need to make amendments, but these flights could be retimed. And 

yes, the airport would need to flow through night time cost structures, but given there is no 

other business, why would they not do this?  

Last Updated: 25 mins ago  

Gary Williams 1 hr ago 

User ID: 1792674  

So why not use the airport come Brexit to export and import freight save lorries stacking up 

at the ports, you have a railway station next door?  

Last Updated: 30 mins ago  

Lucy2000 57 mins ago 

Surely this Fuller man is unstable the ludicrous things he says.  

Last Updated: 48 mins ago  

Thames Gateway 47 mins ago 

Just fanatical I would say, like most lefties.  

 

Ox bow lake 35 mins ago 

1 Ah hello Glyn Jones. Good to see you back ramping the airport despite the facts on 

complaints, climate change etc. Back to the question you didn't get around to answering last 

time - what is the net benefit of the airport to the town?  

 

Rons love Child 39 mins ago 

Southend is starting to crumble, but hey ho, the new junction at the Bell will sort it.  

 

maxell 21 mins ago 



0 I hope when the airport finally fails the council will get their 6 million back that shows up 

in the accounts or will the tax payer be left to pay for it. Ryanair now rumoured to be in talks 

about following easyjet, Cllrs as custodians to the public purse, should now be hanging up 

any personal opinions and start taking measures that makes sure the airport does not take the 

money with them. No matter what assurances the airport may give, as seen regarding the 

night flight their words cant be trusted, Cllr's will back this up.  
 


